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Abstract

Feed restriction programs during the rearing phase of broiler breeder pullets is essential for controlling
body weight gain, improving flock uniformity, optimizing reproductive readiness and fertile egg production.
As such, feed restriction has become a critical management tool for broiler breeder flocks. The skip-a-day
(SAD) feeding program, due to its ease of application and favorable outcomes, has become a common method
for managing broiler breeders, as it facilitates efficient feed distribution, prolongs feed cleanup time, and
provides more opportunities for improved feed intake. However, feed restriction during the rearing period can
lead to chronic hunger, feeding anxiety, and general welfare concerns. Every day feeding (ED) of pullets can
help alleviate some of these welfare issues. Studies have shown that feeding pullets a low-density, high-fiber
diet under an ED program improves age at first egg, intestinal development, and eggshell quality. Furthermore,
compared to pullets on SAD programs, ED-fed pullets exhibit higher body weight at the time of
photostimulation, better flock uniformity, greater overall egg weight, and longer and more robust intestinal
villi. Generally, research indicates that while the SAD program may improve flock uniformity, it is associated
with negative welfare outcomes such as chronic hunger. In contrast, the ED program, when combined with
low-density, high-fiber diets, not only supports improved gastrointestinal development, earlier sexual
maturity, and better eggshell quality but also results in acceptable flock uniformity. Therefore, under proper
management conditions, the ED program appears to be a more efficient and welfare-friendly strategy for
rearing broiler breeder pullets.
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