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Abstract

This article reviews the calf neonatal period, focusing on proper liquid feeding practices, stress-
free weaning methods, the potential impacts of milk feeding on future performance, and important
practical recommendations for this phase. Proper liquid feeding of calves from birth to weaning is
critical for ensuring optimal growth, health, and development. Colostrum, the first milk produced
by the dam, is essential for providing passive immunity, as it is rich in immunoglobulins, nutrients,
and other bioactive compounds. Transitioning to whole milk or milk replacer after colostrum feeding
requires transitional milk feeding to prevent digestive disorders and support steady growth. Water
should be made available to calves from the beginning, as it aids in rumen development and prevents
dehydration, especially when calves are exposed to heat stress. Gradually introducing starter feed
alongside liquid feeding facilitates rumen development and prepares calves for weaning. Regular
monitoring of the quality and quantity of liquid feed and starter intake, as well as body weight
measurements, is crucial for improving effectiveness and ensuring economically efficient calf
rearing.
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