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Abstract

The increased demand for chicken feet as a popular food in Asian markets has led to a boom in
the export of this product around the world. America and Brazil are the two main exporters and
China is the biggest importer of chicken feet. On the other hand, footpad dermatitis (inflammation
and necratic lesions foot) as an increasing problem in the poultry industry, with a negative effect on
the welfare and health of the bird, feed consumption, growth performance, carcass quality and foot
removal during the slaughter process and it reduces the economic profit of this business. Nutritional
management is an important factor in drinking water, litter moisture, litter quality, and as a result,
the incidence and severity of footpad dermatitis. This review is a brief overview of nutritional factors
affecting the incidence and severity of footpad dermatitis in broiler chickens. The results of several
experiments show that the optimal level of crude protein and energy, the balance of electrolytes (Na,
Cl, K), vitamins, as well as common feed additives such as probiotics, prebiotics, enzymes, organic
acids and phytogenic in the diet may improve gut health and can reduce the humidity of the litter
and, as a result, the occurrence and intensity of contact dermatitis in broiler.
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